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WHAT ABOUT MY PLANS?

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we
will go to this or that city, spend a year there,
carry on business and make money.” Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears
for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you
ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that.” As it is, you boast and brag.

All such boasting is evil.

James 4:13-15

For some of us, this may be the most terrifying passage in the Bible. We are
scheduling freaks! Some of us have our next six months scheduled to the min-
ute. We have calendars on the wall and day planners in the car, and the calen-
dars on our phones are synced up to office and home computers. We schedule
meetings, business trips, vacations, family time, and so on. Sports for the kids

keep us on a demanding schedule. And we love it!

Why? I mean, it sounds so demanding to be so beholden to a schedule.

However, it gives us a sense of control over our lives. The future, which is so
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uncertain and so unpredictable is suddenly in the palm of my hand (on my

iPhone) and under my management. I am the master of my destiny!

But what happens if, God (!) forbid, our plans get changed? What if I lose
my iPhone in the toilet? What if the airline we’re flying for vacation goes
out of business? What if tragedy strikes? What if I lose my job? What if the
econ;)my crashes and I can’t retire like I had planned? What if someone dies
or gets cancer? Our plans would be ruined. Our calendars would be exposed
for the shams that they are. We cannot plan our future; we do not control

our destiny.

“Instead,” James says, “you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that’” This is not an easy thought for us. It is not comfortable
to leave our lives in the hands of Someone so unpredictable, so unmanageable,
and so holy. What if God doesn’t do things the way I want Him to? What if our
calendars don’t sync? What if I lose control and things fall apart? Can I still
trust Him in the midst of that?

This is an uneasy thought to be sure. But remember the God who holds
your future is the God who has promised you eternity. This is the God who has
loved you enough to send His Son to take your sins and prepare a place in the
heavenly kingdom for you. His will is certainly unpredictable, unmanageable,
and holy. In other words, it is gracious, whether we like it or not! God’s grace
just doesn’t fit into our schedules! It is too good. Hear and believe that He who

controls the future controls it graciously for you!

Repent: Heavenly Father, I confess that I work very hard to control my
future. I have a hard time letting go of my plans and trusting you to care for
me. Yet with the events of my life, I am daily reminded that you are in con-

trol, even when it seems like everything is out of control. Teach me to trust
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Receive: Before the foundations of the world, God chose to send Jesus Christ
10 die for you. He has had your salvation planned before your sinful heart

took its first beat and your sinful lungs filled with breath. He has not only

planned and accomplished your salvation in Jesus Christ; He has prepared a
place for you in His presence for eternity.




